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acter. There is a species of puritan reasoning that despises character when sufficient deeds have not been done to test it; such reasoning would count Mr. Baldwin as a phlegmatic unexploited personality. To a man who measured wordly success and counted material gain the highest honour, Mr. Baldwin was a failure. Unfortunately the Conservative leader had no reply, he had never shown a capacity, beyond the desire, to make cultural gain a higher virtue.
The first phase in the controversy arose over the Referendum,   and   Mr.  Baldwin  showed  himself  at   a.   distinct disadvantage.     His indecision was almost as outstanding as when he wavered over taking office after the defeat of 1933.    For Lord Beaverbrook to suggest the Referendum was one matter, because he was not expected as a man of business to entertain any scruples on a point of political principle; for Mr. Baldwin to accept it was another.    Most of the greater statesmen of the past would have shuddered at the suggestion.    Having stooped to entertain such an egregious folly, the majority of people, and at least Lord Beaverbrook,   thought  the   Conservative  leader  must  be serious.     They  presumed  that  he  meant  to  pursue  the Food Tax issue,  armed with  the  Referendum,  but  that was not the case.   Mr. Baldwin wanted time to play a deeper game, and he wanted to prevent himself from being starn-peded into the Food Tax controversy without the chance of stepping back,     He said on March 4th,  1930, that if returned to power he would summon an Imperial Conference and   then   appeal   to   the   people   with  a   Referendum. That he considered was a sufficient promise to shelve the matter.     Lord   Beaverbrook   on   his   part   was   satisfied because he  thought the Conservative leader intended at least to force the issue.   When a short time later the Central Office circulated a pamphlet, with the words, *rif and when the Dominions ask us/* as a condition precedent, it was clear to all that the Conservative Party was not going to take the initiative, and that they were safeguarding their